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BIRDS OF THE CONNII{'S OUAY CEGB RESINVE AND OAXIIIHOLT IITRSH 1949

Iive ner specles for th€ re5etve tei€ recorded this ve!.
b. : lg ing th€ lot . t  up to !9a,  includinq "escapes The Li t t le
Eqret  iE st i  I  I  of f ic la l  ly  a rat i ty '  but  ptesenred no
ident i f icat lon Dtol leE for the large nuhb€r5 of  fesetve
vis i tors rho saw i t  on the harslr .  T116 Paci f ic  Golden Plove. 1n
July l ras also be€n submit ted to Lhe Nat ional  Rat i t ies comrt tee.
PurpIe sandplper,  Podar in€ skud and Cni loe t l igeon were also
record€d for lhe f i ret  t im€. Three oth6r species sh6q manx
shearrdte.  ahd sood.ock Fete recorded a,qa1n dl ter  6 long

\, t i ldfoHl nulers have rncrelsed dlhost d.ross the Doard,
rainly a resul t  of  Io i  t rde roost inq on the recenl ly- increased
erpanse of  Fl int  Sands, There rere tecord counts of  Pintar l
( !o.ooo).  Tedt {7,000),  Mal lard 12020),  s l 'e lduck (600) and
Be' ick s Sean (33) The Bl .c larai led Godri t  f lock
aqnrn to 1500 birds,  mdrntdining i ts inte.nat ional  rnportance.

Kingf ishers were f requent ly recorded from the bunded pool
again af ter  several  poor yedrs.  Moorhens bred successful  lv  for
the Fecond yed! runnjng and 1l t t le gtebe at tehpted to bteed for

The r ight-hand sect jon of  tne bunded pool
dur ing the sumer and huch of  the spor l  q.s
enbanlnent,  scre€ning the nat!  pool  f rom tne rodd to the f je ld
study c€ntre more et tect ively.  Thls part  of  the poor tas
part icular ly at t rac! iv€ to gre€..hank and r insed plover dur lng
rhe lutumn, but would benef i !  grent ly 1f  the
cvcr lo! le bo-h to bJr.o !nother nlde and -o start  6 feedjnq
Frograme Eihi ldr  to tnat  car. l€d out on the main pool  Vandals,
deterred froh the Study centre by the ner st€er shutters turned
thei !  at t€nt ion to the htde5. * i th requla.  break-rns. t  the rJeet
hide dnd the East htr le d€Etroyed by f i re earry in 1990 (w!tn lhe
loss of  near ly. l l  the Decemle. tecord5 for the bunded pool) .
Fol lor ing fd i rytale pr inciples,  there are plaDs to
the hid€ in br ick dur inq the coning ye.r  and !  number of
generous donat jons f rom nenberE hav€ already been srateful lv

The conhined poter of the D€e and th€ tid6s had teo
tmDortant consequences; they necessi tated repairs to borh
sluices on th€ bunded poo! to ptevent bleaches and thev resul ted
in cont inued .cciet ion of  sandf late Hhich n.*  p.ovid€ inpor lant
sader feedjng areas conventent ly c los€ to the v lest  h ide



CoMPARTSON OF I'{AIIMW NUMTERS OF \'rrMER (OCT-MAR) WrLD!9gL!:41!D
WADERS ON-i{' hISERVE VIITH COUNTS FROM Tt€ $HOLE DEE ESTUARY.

Nota: Dee E'tu..y coudt, .re hDde aE p.rt of the B o E.E-
wildfo|l tnd uadar count and are takeh tfe the llil.lfowl Tfust
Repoft tof the aa/ag rirter. Pesarvd .aunts afe the hiqhest t.r
ench uinte. ahd nat necessari)v ntde on the etna aay

re38/3q

!!c

Blacktai led GodHit 552 aao

2a 2a

4035 1500
t3132 2500

? 240

a5 the Tabl€ Ehds. th€ R€3erve cont inues to be especi . l lv
imDortent for  Blacktat led Godwit ,  spotted R6dshank, T€.L
Redshank 6nd Lapw:ng. {hi le Knot and Dunltn n.ve tnrs ye. t
b6come a srsnrf ic.n!  fe. !urc for  !h6 f r rst  l ime 1n
lDunl in nulcrs,  hor6v€r,  Fer€ usual ly much lower thdn tne

\{ildfovl nlhiors wer€
f igures given in the Ta! l . ,
f las only n v€ry occasionl l

reqularly 50-100* of the haximm
ti t i  th€ €xc€pt ion of  ? iotr i l  wlr icn

viEi tor ,  as usual ,  in the a3/€9

G L Mo!!rs.  Mdrch 1990



Brrds record€d !o!  the f1!EL t jme dur ing r939 dre enclosed by

Ibe GRAPIS are ! nee featu!€ qhich shor hoH bumb€!6 v!ry
thiough th€ year, They cln be us€d by viaitors to 3ce rbdt is
l ikely to bo on the roserv.  ih dny p.r t iculdr Heek of  the year.
l .ch honth is r t iv idgd lnto three 10-day p€i iode (16t-10th,
l l th-2oth and 213t-end) and th6 highest count in edch per iod iE
sho{n (exc6pt fo! a fer species Fnich are total nlhbefs in
!ha! pertod).  The wbit6 colsns l re counts f rom th.  W€Et hide:
for Eome specles, counts on the bun.t€d pool ar. superimpos€d a3
' 'b l .ck columns' .  The dhount of  b lack i l lugtr . tee the relat ive
lmportance on the bund€d pool  at  that  t lme of  ye.r ,

RIDTHRoATED DIVER (Gavia stel ]ata I

I i rst  recorded only !  coupl€ of  years ago, but nor s€en
occaslonal ly every r int€r,  part  of  an increlse in sea-blrds
96nerdl ly.  This hay be part ly,  lut  not  ent i r€ ly,  due to lhe
clranging h.bi ts of  l i rdFatclrers.  This year there were .ecords on
Jan 7th (NJH),  f€b 5rh (cB) dnd Dec 29th IJCI,{) ,

ALACXTHROAT€D DIVER (GAVi  N' t iCA)

One record on Nov 5th (CB),

A Fair  at tempted to b.e€d on the reservo for lhe l i ret  t ime
rhrs yedr,  bur nbandoned the nest in elr ly June, ot l rerwise, i t
* !s an occasi€n6l  v ig i tor  outs ide th€ breedinq se.son a3 usudl

SYSTFqTIC LIST OF DU{DS

GREAT CRESTED CREAE (POdlCEDg CYiStAtUSI

l rought upstrelm by the t ide,
l iLt le less f fequent 1n ear ly
2s on the htqn-t ide of  Nov 4th
I t  ras al6o seen throughout
runhing (5e€ GRAPH 1).

of  the estu.ry,  th ig Epecies is
of t€n io good nwbers,  Though a

Hlnter tb is ye.r ,  the Gxinum of
(CB) t  E near ly !s high.s 1944.

for lhe 6econd year

9!}!PI]-AI-GAEEE ---Geqi-ee!E---isiLuE)

(DJS,CB).
up r iver Bi th the t ide on Dec 29tn

MINX SHEARWATER (Puff inus puff inus )

Recorded only once belore 6nd ove. Len y€lrs ago. th€r.  lere
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two records this yea! on sep 27ti (MJR) and
qtnds Here not part icular ly st tong

Oct 7Lh (CB),  Hhen

one on Ch.istmas !v€ tas tbe ftrst resetve 
'ecord 

outst<le
tle piat perioa of s€p/oct (c!,Gl'i) There Here no lutumn Nl{
scles thrs year and no aurumn r€cords

elIlEI-l€!]-Lb-E-E-q!!}

An ddul t  tas Eeon on JulY gth (CB)

CORMORANT (Phalacro.orax c.r !o l

a second good v€ar qrth the hrgh
beino clos€ to tne feserve r€coro or
alov- averase lhroughout the vear (see

SHAG 1l ia lacrocorax dr istotel  js  )

ofr€n corfused di th cormorcrt ,  .ccepLable r€cords ! re r-ate
lnd€ed. Thrs uas seen ut t r
21sr iNJH, the f r rEt record s ince l9A0

GREY HERON (Arded clhere.)

Thre se€cjes .an be found throuqhout the vea! though onlv

'"  
. . . i r  i "*1e."  dur inq th€ bte€dtns season (Mdrch-Mav) (see

aiAPi 3),  Po6t-bteedins nuFbere tere .veraqe again (mai 1a on
6i;"  i " i ,  i  

" i r . .  
-htee iears in w\rch thev 'e.e rnJsr"r  rv hrer- .

rn ear lv SeDtember !h.  bLnded oool  aad nearbv rrver 6t t ra_teo
9-r2 br;ds d:r  ly  Ior  a brr€f  petrod see GRAPH l

Mdnv viE:Lors had rh€ opportunrtv to see Inis exotrc

"aar i io i r  
to l13t  wher an .dLl !  sp.nt  I? davs or tne

; ; ; ;h ;" i ; " . .  scp l4rh dnd -5th IL sp'ht  mo5t or r ts t rme
feedrng rn the gutterE on the lor  scr lp€ o.  i r  tne t :d€-poors
alonqr th6 hatsh €dq6

WIE--qAN--rcvc@r
Another increas€ this vear tith a6 birds r€cor'led

and the s.ne haximun .s lasi vear, 12 bitds in llav
hosi  of ton seen 6s pairE or smal1 fani lv groups on
lagoon, but rar6ly stav ho!6 than a f€t  davs.

nus colMbianus bes:cklBE!''C( a sWAN

iLITILI EGRET

rmalures,  f rom late 19aa sas seen



agarn f r€quent ly in January and ear ly February The f lock of  25
(9 imatures) on the bund€d pool early one Sunday morning (Nov
26!h) rust  have b€en a b.eathhkinq sight (RAR),  but waE
exceeded by tecord of 33 btrds on Dec 17th {NJH)
There H€r6 3 further records of 1-6 birds dlring Nov/Dec,

F1N(|OOT!D GoOSI (Aneer brdchvrhvncus).

Jdn 22nd, s€p 23!d snd OcL

T*o br.ds on t'lar 2tEt ra5 the only record (NJH).

UEIl!EBAM!p--q99EL{}i€!L-s]!jEe!C)

A f lock of  9 (2 imatu.es) th ich t inteted !n th€ atea *ds
recorded on.e on the reserve on l4arc!  5t !  (CB) Thjs js onlv the
second reserve .eco.d,  the ptevious one being jn 1944

C3E!!AS--qAQEE--!A!!-9! q4e-erc]-

Tnree singl€E

q4!XD1 GOoS!- !4!!

There were ejql t  r€cords. f  2-17
larqer nebere were present on Jdn
the week€nd of  Sep 23l24th (140) ,
h igh .oun! for  t ie Dee.

BRENT 6OOSE (Brdnta bernlc l !  )

An indiv:dual  f€edjng on the marsh from Now !5th-17th tas
later reported shot at  Fl int .  Tne species (dar l -b€l I ied) :s not
seen ewery k1nler.

EGYPTIAN GOOSE (Atopoch€n aeryptracus t

The third tecord for th€ teserve was ot
dahlg€d 1€g on the bund€d pool on May Bth-

9!4&g--ll!derEe-!iqa!!!-l

although the count ot  500 on Dec 15th Has .omething of  d
iecord (GR,H!) ,  r iDter numbers sees to be fair ly 3table a!  a
sohewha! €.r . t ic  300-400. !n contrast ,  the sumer f lock ts
.ei ta in ly groelbg as the ar€a of  Fl lnt  sands lncreases with 565
loosting there on June 30tn (GEM) A pa:r wttlr 2-3 voung sas
seen froh June lTtn olwards and tnere were l . lef  records of  up
to 14 rel l -grown juveni les,  GRAPII  4 i l lustrates tne EtYong
preference of  shelduck for th6 bunded pool  drea dur ing the
bre€ding Eeason, thouqh t l r€re is no ev:dence of  tnei .  navr.g
brod successful  ly  tnere.
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WIGEON (Anas penelobe)

Numbors ed.ly in the Year
there wa5 an ear ly af ival  for
bernq regular ly plesent f rom
counts of  200-400, th€ biEnest
years,  i t  hdg be€n unusual  to
Decenler,  see GRAIH 5.

rere no better thao average lut
tne t9a9/90 vi .Ler,  the spectes
septenber oowudE rlth several
on oct  l2t l r  (GH4),  In pr€vious

f ind s igni f icant numlers before

'CHILOE gIGEON (lnE3 .ibilatrix)'

An esc.ped bird ot  th ig Argent jn j .n species vas recorded for
the f i rst  t ,me on tn€ reserwe .n S€p 29Ln (JClr)

q:LDUA!t-l-A.E-c-e- !!I

A good yelr  for  th is i r reguldr sp€cies qjLh 5 records,  2 birds
on sep 2nd dnd sinqles on Sep 6th,  g lh Oct L6th and De. 30th

TtAt ( tnas crec.a)

For a few dave in mid-Decenber,  7,000 leal  were roosttng on
t l int  Sands . loge to the harsh, moro !h.n double the p.evious
record dnd more thdn are normal ly p.esent on t tL€ Hhole €stuary
(GR, HA, C3).  Apart  f roh tb is br ief  inf lux,  numbers rere rather
higher than l ls t  yeat and better than any since the p€ak yedrs
of 19€3-€5. There were alEo a fe{  sumef records of  2-3 birds
GRAPH 6 shors t iat  a eigni f lcant proport ion us€ the bunded pool
at  t imes, The qual i fy ing level  fo!  in lernat jon. l  ihport3.ce has
been revised to 4,000, so the Conndh 5 Qudy snare of  th€ Deo
r Iocr r5 nol  on)v of  Nrtroncl  i lpot 'dnce

IALLARD (Ands platvrnvncos)

AIrhoJqh Hlr ter  nuhbers !6re alou! .v€rage.
und6Jal ly larqe rnt lLx rn aJg/sep whrcl 'prodLced. r€cord counl
of  2O2O on Sep ath (NJH),  i t ice the ptevious record.  There nad
beeD a cont inuous of  500 0r hore s!nc6 th€ end
of May and the count of  12€7 on Jun€ 24th (NJH) t  E al teady a
reserve record,  They we.€ ioost ing at  lor  t ide on t l le latqe
sandlanks opposi te l l int  *hich have developed sinc€ the r€p41.
of the De€ revetn€nt. Thet6 w€r€ no br€eding rocords thts year.

Eu!!l(Ars!--e!r43r
Just aE 19S7 ras the y€ar of  the { tgeon, Iqag Hi l l  b€

.em€mb€red as the year of  tno pintai l .  I t  beg.n in ear ly
SeDtenber wi th numberE nui ld ing up to over 3,000 by the end of
the first week and 5,000 by Lhe end of the donth. Such numle.s
have occurred occasional ly lefore but t i is  year the birds qere
present ewery day, many of  theh f ly lng in f rom the north-west,
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as lhe hjgh t ides leceded. to rooet on the sandf lats.  aut  even
this lef t  us unprgpa.ed for Did-Octobe hen nmbers increasert
a9a1. f ron 6,500 on the 12rh to ove! 10.000 by tb6 15th,  the day
of the AOll {irdfort count, Numbers on the Mers€y were unusudLly
loa on that day. By october 19th they aere gooe, lut .erurned
agaln in ntd-December r i rh another count of  7,000 birds,  see

TUITED DUCK tAvthva rulrouldl

A mal€ on sep 3rd ,as the only record and rhere sere n.
Fochlrd (Aythya f€. in!)  or  Scdup (Ayt lya nirr la)  records at  El l .

l .  excel l6nt  yea. fo!
recofdE atho6t every week
froo septenber onrards. Th€
hid€ on leb 12th (NJH),  S€e

SHoVELER (Anas c lyDetd)

REDBRIASTED ]VERCANSER

thts te lat ively uncoM.n duck r : th
froh J6nua.y to mjd-apr j l  lnd th€n

hiqnest count rds !4 at  the h,est

GOIDENIYI ( lucepnala c ldnsut a )

Al tnouqh there w6re r€cordE 6f  5 (Nov. 15th) End
hide, i t  ros a very pooi  year on the

{ i th 3 in Lote October but then onty !n occasiona}
lhe previous { inter,  Jnn-Mar records e€re dlsd di  s
so lhe s lqns are of  !  fur ther decrease rath€f than
tokards the numbers tn lhe ear ly 1340s.

GOOSANDER (Merous meroans€r]

A female oD Oct 2Atn kas the only record {CB)

wrtb only a dozen records of  ! -?
of  3 on Jln 22nd (NJH),  near ly al t

UE!--!ABBIELrcir!!€--s
1}l€ o!1y recold ras of  a r ingtai l  f ty ing along the revethent

on Nov stb (CB).  Sinc6 the r iver revetment must !e considered
the very edg€ of  th€ r€serve, i t  i6 wortb .ef lecr inq that 19a9
can€ per i lously c lose to being tne f i rst  year wirh.ut  nen

It  started ktnter lng reqular ly on lhe Dee in
1970 and becane a comon sjght on t ie reserve in the earty 1940s
befora tne current relent less decl ine.

SPARlOltHAtI( tA.cipirer nisus)

The decl ine tn tbe nuh.ber of records s jnce the 1937 peak of



10

0

8

11

L2



BUzzARt (Buteo but€o)

Thr€e weie 56en sodr ing over the bunded pool  on Sep 17th
(C!,  NJH, HB),  th€ 4th r€serv€ record

Y€!]EEL-LEdr!lr-qnu!!ri]]rE-L
an average year r i th 7l  records nost of  th€m in tne s lmer

no.t is {eee GRAPH i ,3) .  The presence of  3 togelher on power
st . t ion bui ld inqs on July 4th is the onlv suqgest ion of  local
br€edlng, Tlere iE one record of  a vole being t tken and one ol
dn unsuccessful  at tenpt to rob a sparroRhavk of  i ts  prev.

U!8u]i---Gg]-sql9!!!4!.s!!!5-l

The be.t  year so far  { i th 69 records compared with an
average of  52 over the past 3 yedrs.  One mal€ on sep 19rh tas

i ts r ishi  leg a long l r lue-g.een rrnq of  a lvpe
norhal ly uEed by fa lc.n€.s (GEM) This d renrnder '  perhaps, not
to mak€ too manv assumDtions about the ol iq in

Adir l re dna imatures of  both sexes

THOBBY (FaLco subbuteo) I

Ther€ is only a tentat ive record of  a dark f .L.on on tne
nature t ra i l  on Mav 21st (Jcl 'J)  which mnv tel l  hdve been rhrs
sp€c1eE, an elusrve but teo r lar  vrs-Lor to ' r '  estuarv on

70 records has cort inued t i tn 36 records,  tbe sane as 19A6 and
.n av€rage f igure for  recent yelrs.  A pair  ptobablv bred verv
. lose to the reserv€ i r  1947, .ccoutt jns for  the f requent
stgnt ings:  othenise ihe f igures suggest !  fa i t lv  stable
si tuat ion jn the late t9a0s. Redshank abd star l ing (rwlce) wer€
recorded as prey i tehs.  See GRAPH 12

There ref€ 55 tecords.  an ave..ge f igure for  recent v€ars
and nor€ thar laEt yedr s 46 Tnere wete several records of 2
birds Looe(her ard on'of  c br ld r"s '1rg on 'h€ marsh nc.r  the
v/est  hr ie for  90 mrlures.  CRAPH l0 i l lLstroLes the drst i l_ '
dutuhn pass.ge",  of t€n renar l€d for th is sp€cles.

GREY PAITRIDGE (Perdta berdix)

Three pdlrs Ddy bdve attempted to bre€d but the degree of
success ts unclear.  No chicks nere recorded in sumer and the
ndx:hun post-b.eedrng covey 

'as 
of  10 birds in lnte october '



PHIA5ANT l lnasianus colchicus )

One record of  d rehale on Oct 3rsr .nd one or a maLe on Nov

@AIEElt-l-94LLi!!]-c---qLl9I!.p!eI

Two pajrs ( though f inal ly only 3 adul ts apparent ly)  ratsed
lrroods oi  . t  l€ast  6 .nd 3 younq. The.e are no records for  the
winter honths.  The rapidrty ui th th ich nest ing st tes se.e
occupled as sui tabLe habi t . t  developed clea. ly sugqesls tbat
nest ing 6i t6 dvai labl i ty i6 l iht t ing the local  populat jon.

cooT laul  tca atra)

An adul t  ras pres€nt on the f ly ash Lagoon fron June 6tn to
th€ 191h, r i t i  2 present on the l l tn There {as .  fur ther srngle

9IEIEEeIf!!E8-l-8!-er!q!e.p!E--c5!!rLeglE-L

A fer pairs nested lgain wi t iout  evidenc€ of  success Apar l
f rom .  good count of  3200 in mid-November,  the regul . r  and
ELo]onaeo ora olce cqc:n in spYlnqTearlv sumer
; , (h 2,ooo _a l ;Le AD!r l  and over 10OO rera)11nq LnLr l  edYlv
June. See GRAPH 14.

!1T1!!  RINGED PLOVER (charadrrus dubrus)

An adul t  {ds seen on th€ bunded pool  on June l1th and 16lh
dnd t*o ar lu l ts near the l test  n jde on July 7th and
aLh..  an imature ras on the f ly ash laqoon on July 17th

BLN9!DIt8Y!8-1!!4r!C!i r4!!

A Ee.ond good autuhn in a tow with m.ny late Julv lAugugt
records and d maxioum of 27 on aug !3th Records included 9-11
bi lds on the bunded pool  dur ing tn:s peFiod. see GRAPH 26

rpActFtc GoLD!I  p lovlR (pluvi . I is  fu lva)r

A re.ofd of  a bird ai th a luropedn golden plover on the near
s.raDe in f ront  6f  the v?est hide for 40 minutes on Julv 23rd
INJH,cB) h.s been 3ubhi t ted to th€ Rart t tes Comtt tee, but thelr
dectsion i3 not yet  knoHn, Unt l l  recent ly th is was treated .5
consDeci f ic  , i th the anet ican golden plove. (P. dohlnrca)

GOLDEN PLOVIR lPtuvidL is aEricarta)

Moi€ autsn tecords than usudl {ith
Hith lapr lng in tbe middle of  the marsh
but the nighe€t .ount of  70 ds the

birds feeding reqrulat lY
(m.ximum L4 on Sep 18th)
only stgni f  icant Hinter
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!}@l!a!q!c!!!E]

There ras a sood einter presence, f requent ly 2,000-2,500,
and r-2 birds remained dul tbq the br66ding season, Ole or t to
p!1e bi .dg r€re regula. ty present ds usual ,  This species returns
very ear ly af ter  the bre€ding season wtth numbefs bui ld ing up
from late Mny onrards.  See GIAPH 15.

J.PUBEIEIAIDEIeELI!!

f,Nal--.rcg!-d4-r!3!r4r1! r

The c.unt of  2,500 on Mar 9th (GEu) Ras a net reserve rec.rd
and simiLar nunbers hdve returned fo.  the 1999/90 sinter.  GRAPH
17 shows that d s:qni f ic lnt  propor l i .n reguLar ly use lhe bunded
poo1, They usu. l ly  associate * i th Bl lcktai led Godwrt .

!}ID!BU-NS--1!cii!d9,-qD4

Two adul ts in sumer plumage Aug 27th aid 30th
rMJR.cBr.  There rere no records ot  1: iL le . ! int  (calrdr is
minutd) or cur les sdndpiper (Car ldt is ferruqlnea) !h iE year,

record on Nov lat i  (NJH) .

!3EU!A!E!--G.bvId1s-Es!q!-qr.e.1-qL

Occasional  records of  1-5
Sep ?9tn produ.ed the highest

l j rds jn winter,  but  a passage on

This ner species for  the ieserve {as recorded 4 t imes, three
t jmes roost ing ar hrqh t ide wi th the spotted redshank (Oct l5 lh,
CB,HA; Oct 25th,  CB, GEM; Nov l l t i ,CB) and once fe€ding on the
nud nt  lo{  l tde {Nov 23rd,Dc).

DlAu-{-rcgu-d!j-a-.!!l!c)

Pdss.ge n@b€rE rere rath€r ]ot with 230 in eatlv Mav and
1,000 in July/Auqust,  but  the t .e id toHards highe. and nore
r€gular { inter numbers cont inued. The counts of  2,500 tn
Februa:y and 1500 tn De.ehber are the highest tinter counts
€ver, tnough qreater numbers than this have occur.ed on plssage
in the Dnst,  See GRAPH 1€.

8gEI l!!il9trC.! !!-X-r

Anothe. good ye.r ,  Al thouqh the totdl  num5e.
*a5 lesE than last  year,  the maxtnub count of
juveni les,  on the bunded pool  on Aug 25th (C!)
reco.d.  Other records w€re al l  of  s ingles bet{een
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SNIPE (Gal l indqo qal  l  inaqo)

NLrlb.rs ! . . .  ,ouar r \ rs year,  parr i .u l6r ly on autJmn
passase, wi th a naximum of 5 on Nov 12th and a total  of  only

BLACKTAILED GOD!, \ , IT (Lrmosa I  imos6 )

one f ler  in f lon
estuary on Nov. l5th
tbe rear scraFe in
f iest  h ide to feedin
for 90 ninuL€s (cR,

NATIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY IMPARTANT.

Recent increlses in the Iceland breedinq populat ion have
red ro.  revrsror o!  the q-. l r fyrng l .ve'  for  11teyr. ! lonal
inportnnce fron 400 to 700, but the Connah e Quay f lock h.s
easi ly kept p.ce { i th th is increase. The high counts of  400-!000
in late 19aa conttnued into the second hal f  of  the l9ae/39
winter dnd there nas a fur ther surge for th.  1949/90 r int€r r i th
1000-1500 bjrds reqular ly pres€nt f rom Novemler onwards. Onc€
agoin th€ bund€d pool  was used regular ly in ernter.  There ,as no
dist inc!  spr jng passage t i js  yedr but up to a4 birds w€r€
present in late July/August.  see GRAFH 16-

EAEfAI!ED--GpIUILIi!eEe--l-e-e!a!]i-s-I

IiB rG Et! ) .

There rBs a l jqhr sp. ing passage of  up to 32 brrds jn ay
when nl l  of  the Blacktai ls h.d lef t ,  but  no s:qnj f icant autumn
passaqe tn:s year.  This has alHays been ao errar ic ap€cj€s on
the reserve. Unusual ly,  1-2 birds oversumered and occasional
s ingles w€re recorded in bot i  s inters,  See GRAPH 20.

WIIMAREL (Numenrus phaeooLs'

Presen! in smal l  nuDbers on both pagsagesj  haxiouo counts of
7-A in Apr i l / l4ay and 6 in July/August.  GRAFH 21 shows thdt thts
species i5 t .be arclr€typdl  passage m:grnnt,  Frth Eihi lar  numbers
at each of  the per iodg tni€ yea..

CIRLE{ '  (N@eni!s arduata)

Present tnrougnout th6
Apri l  2 lst  (CE) and 240 on
qrazing f ie lds near tne f1e
lat6 October counts of  ove.

y€ar t i th record countE of  :50 on
Jun€ loth (NJH).  Nsbers usinq tn€

1d Etudy .entr€ {ere also hiqher r i th
100, see GRAPH 22.

SPOTTID REDSHINX {T.inoa ervthropu5)

Two counts of  20 birdE in eat ly January.  o.e of  theh on a
BO€E \ ' r l ldfowl 6nd Wader day, f imly est .b l lsh the reserve's
r€gional  import .nce for th is 5pe. i€5.  Ten birds requl . r ly
ove.wibt€red in the 1909/90 Hinter and re.e le inq seen r€gular ly
on almost ev€ry Eui table t ide.  They appe.r  !o be feedinq
invisj!]y und€. th€ narsh banxs nt lot tide. Nbbers on the
prolonged autuhn pdssaqe are usual ly higier but Ul is year 's
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highest count of  2A on Sep 6th (NJH) {as not plr t icula. ly
ihpressive,  Tne Epectacle of  the regular reappearance of  th is
species in fu l l  s leei  pruhage in the f i rst  fer  days of  July is
an event th ich opens tbe autMn plgslg€ r i t l r  .  f lour iEh. TniE
year tney kere a ddy e.r ly wi th 4 completely-b1..k birds on June
30rh. See oRAPH 23,

!E!EEIdI--LIr:-!.ss-La!.e-D!d
Br€€ding Has not proven tbis year and Finter numbers

cont inued to be .  l i t t l€ below averdqe. Autum passag6 nmbers
teie htghei  than in winter t i th a maxihb count of  1600 on S€F
tTth (NJH),  a respectalr le f igur€ thouqi  overol l  autuhn nuhbers
averaged only a quarter of  1.5t  yedr s extraordjnary 1evel3.  Tne
fedshank is no tonqrer the coMonest kader on the reEerv€. s66

qBEEI9EAILI-I!I-Esg--Ee!@

Autumn passaqe was !acl<
nunbers on the bunded pool
counts of  16 on the 9th and
passaqe in May Bnd one wns
{Nov 4th.  l1th and Dec 15th) .

to norm!l  th js year wi th good
throuqhout September and m.ximum

15t i  (CBl.  Tro qere seen on €pr ing
s! i t l  present jn the { inter months

t " .  t " .a 
"" ."""  " t  

t r "  a bird Has
hide on Sep 22nd and ?4th (CB) and ras bunded pool

CREEN SANDPIPER lTTTNOA OChTOO!S)

A g.od y€ar ei lh 25 re.ords and
rcB),  host  records coming from tne f

'PO|{AnINE SXUI (Stercorarius pmrinus).

a har imM of 3 on Auq. 23lh
ly ash ldgoon !s u3u: l

coMMoN SANDPIPIR {Act: t ts nvForeucoe)

Apd.t  f rom I  2 sp. tng bi .de in late Apr i l /e.r ly t { !y,  th is
species arr ived 6n Jun€ 29th and aas present unt i l  ear ly Octoler
with a m.ximum count of  12 on July 25th (NJH),  an iop.ovemenl
over recent ve.rs.  See CRAPH 25.

1!BSgI0!!!-llE-Esd-Li-E!-c!!r.ceL

Not a fa i r ly  reqular autumn vis i ldt  present f roD mid-Juty to
oid september qi th n ruximum count of  7 on sep t6th (cE).  There
{ere also 3 s ingles in r tnte,  (Oct/Now),

A detai  l€d descr ip l ion of an tndiv idu. l  seen rrLh 2 alct ic
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s^-as on Jr lv JOth . lc!{ ,cB las ( le f i rst  reserve reco.d r tough
iurthe. record of  2 orrd.  roqelhe- on Oct 6th rCB)

ARCTIC SKUA (stelcotar ius oa.agi t icus)

Two l rght-phoEe adl l ts lete 3€en on
There Here n6 Gre6L SIua (s

t]I!E--A!!!--r!a!!E- !!E-i

July 30!h (JCw. C€)

An imdture eas present in tne bunded pool are! fot nuch of
th€ ddy on May 5th (GEM,Jcw)

a!ACf'H!ADED GULI- (]-lrus ridibundue)
e-olg9I--0!l!! l!e-!!!--! EL
IESSER ELAC{BACXED GULL lLarus ruscusr
HERRINC GUII- (Larus ardentatus)
GREAT BLACKBACIGD GULL (LATUs MA.]NUS,

l i t t1e l t teht ion is pdid to the comon'qul ls and no
comorehensive n.d6 This
subJ€ctrvety t t€re rpp€.r  to be srgn:frcnnt chanqes Lc*r 'g
; la;e,  r j th ' the Lesset ! lacl<backed becomins less comon and the
Great Blackb..ked and Herr ing at  l6aEt dutrng tne
dlvtrme. Nur ler .  wdrv Hl th t jme ol  day comon 6rd Lesset
Bl ;ckbacxed f lq ' r r .q atomrn€nLIv )r  Fvenrns f l lshrs rr tm the
hr. .s Needles;  to s;v the Bl .ckhecded rersrns €dsl  v Lhe

s-qir f iccn!  440 comon on M6rc'1

- l i . . ra:  coun..  of ; \er ,oo crear Blockoa.red on Nov 5rh o_d

(LE i.uAIE-l!i!!-e-lri334:.]-s-r

An adul t  r t t i aD imatule on l4ar 23rd tas the first record

SANDI,IICH TERN

The only record i3 of  6 bt tds on auq 2gt i  (cE),

couMoN TERN (sterna hirundo)

Flesent LnrouqhoL! the 5umer rroh rrd-Apr l l  !o ALq'S€p qrLh

d maximuh counr ol  loo t r  mrd Auqu6r '  These brrdE fron 'he
shotton colony cohe to f iEh 1n grel test  nurd!€rg .s th€ t rde
.rses ana recedee. once aqatn there was a lat€ pass6qe bird on
Oct 14tb (OR) -  Thete tere no recotds of  arct ic tetn (s

D.r .drsea) th is veai .  see CRAFH 27.

LITTLE TERN .Srerna clb) f rons)

An €:cel tent  Yeat wi th about 30 brrds feedrnq in d f lock at
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tie mareh edge daily betreen Augh 1lth and lAtb and 3 tecotds of
12-30 bt .ds letween Aug 27lh and 30th.  Ther6 aas arso a s lngle
sprtng lird on May 5tlr.

EqlfJEry-rcLLr&d-c!---oise!)
Thte specieF ie now !6ins seen regulal ly on both p.ssases

though in v€ry shdll numbets. This year ti6re w€re 2 birds on
May 5t i  (GR) and a s inqle o.  July 30th (c l ) .

eUulEuglcld-e--sqls.el
Mucn more trequent th ig year wi th 4 stngles and 2 records of

2 birds together f rom oct 15th to the €nd of  the ye.r .  There eas
also an €ar ly imature on Auq 16th (GBI).  Al l  records f ron t l re
r iver,  There rere no .dzorbi l ls  (A.  torde) th is year,

llgECfiq.lEBALEIGEQI-l!9]s00!_Iri3)

Occasional  .ecords,  M..-Oct.

5I9eL!qV!-]!!!JEE--qe!d

fn iB nas nor becon. a r inter v is i tor  (maximm count of  50 0n
Jdn 26th),  though up to 5 birds were present throuqhout tb6
sumer (Jun-Sep).

IS9.A!Lr!l-0!--iLel!E!e--!ql!I!!!9)

Maximuh count of  22 on M.r 3!st ,  Shol l  nuh!€.s . t  Rockcl i f fe
througiou! the y€lr .

!!!!ABE!--!a!!_l,C!!c-s!e qe

A p. i r  on May 23rd and 2 r€cords of  s ingle5 on Jure 12th and

!U!IQA--.jgrg!]!q,sa!alu9 L

Tne best year on record r i th !7 l i rds in totdl .  tncluding 2
reco.ds of  2 separate birds.  and dl l  over an extended per lod
{apr i t  23rd to July 24tb)

tLT1!!--08--!A!h.c!e-i94!e)

There rere 4 recordg of  d s inqle ! i .d betneen Sep 25th dnd
oct l1th,  a l l  f rom ne..  the East nrd€

ISHORTEARED OWL (Asio f lameus) l

One Eeen over Surton oarsb on Feb 26t!  is  outs ide t re
reserve l ih i ts but Horth n hentton stnce this species hasn t



A bird ne..  th€ f i€ ld study centre on Auq 23th nas only the
3rd indiv iduat to be recotded on th€ reserve.

@

A good year agarn r i lh 12 records,  but over a br iefer per iod
thdn usual ,  m.st  beinq b€tween oct  14t i  and Nov 19th ( incLudinq
2 birde tog€ther on Oct 27th).  Near ly aI I  Here in rhe Eas! hide

SXYLARK lAlauda a.vensls l

be€n seen on the reserve for tnree years in a row.

9!.!!LApsE--!p!! L

An ear ly arr iv. l  th is year on Apr i l  27t i

fUGI]EEEB--lAllcr&--sgbiEl

lack to nohal  df ler  4 niser6l le yelrs.  There vere 36
r€cords al toqeth€.,  n€ar ly al l  (34) f ron the end of  Auqust to
Decehber and near ly al l  (31) f tom the hunded pool .  See GRAPH
24,

GREEN WOODPECKER (Picus vi':dT E )

Tiele wele 40-40 birds on t ie marsh from nid Oct to mid Nov.
I t  is  a lso !  comon, undetrecord€d, breeding reEiden!.

SAND UARTIN (Ribar id r ib l r ta )

Like th€ seal loe,  i t  sas seer very eat ly th ls year t i tn 5 on
Mar 27t i  and qas a13o l . te to leav€ {sep ITth),  tur  numb€rs sere
] .w on both plesages,

s'rALLovJ {.!!!4!!&__4s!!jsl

Present f roh !4a. 25th to oct  20th { i th d n. : ihs of  loo 1n

HoUsE MARTIN (Det ichon urbica)

No records unt i l  l l ry 4th dnd then oDly smal l  numbers unt i l
tne Septembe. passaqe rith a maxinu of 50 of the l5th. The last
record w!6 on Oct 4th.

MEADo$ PIPIT (Anrhus Eratensis)

There was a passaqe of  30 in €ai ly apr i l  nnd d return
passaqe of  15-20 in septemb€r.  A bird ras s inqinq on odkenhol t
narsh on l4ay 24th and a patr ras present near tlre field study



ce.tre on Jun€ 9th.

\4,ATER PlPIT (ADthus seinole! t !  5prno5u5r

one record on feb 23rd (NJH).  No.e.ordi  of  Rock Pipi t  (A s

YELLovl ITAGTAIL (Motact I la f ldvd)

No spr ing pass.ge at  a l l  th is yed. nnd records of  2 (Julv
i0thr and 3 lSep Stnr jn the 6utumn

GREY rr)ACTAIL (!40racr I rd c inere!)

onE January record .nd then a recotds of  11 birds in total
b€t{een Aug 7th and Nov 19th.  The nat ihum r.s once again 3 rn

l , l1{ lTE I IAGTAIL i ! , lotacrI Ia alb.  a lbal

There {ere 3 spr ing lecoldg (Mar 3rd and 23rd AptrL 5th)
lnd lnother on Oct 14th,  a l l  €xcept tne f i rst  !€ ing of  2 birdE

F1!D AGTAIL (Motaci l ln alb!  varrel l i )

The hlghest count aas of  15 birds in hid-Aprr l  nnd voung
t i rst  appetred on the f ly.sh laqoon on June 15!,  fed bv thet.

9JREN {TtodlodwteE troolodvtes )

A comon re. ident breedinq bi td

DINNOC( (P.une I  la modular iE)

A coMon reEident b.e€ding bird Coun! of  6 on Nov l9th

IOBIN ( ! r i tnacus rubeculd)

A comon resident bteediDg bird count of  5 on Nov lst

IEDSTART (Fhoenicurus phoenicuruE)

An imltur€ t .E seen in the s i l lot  scteen on Julv L5!h
(c!{ ,JcP).

&,HINCqAT (saxicdla ruletra)

There r6re 6 spr ing recotds letw€€n Apr i l  29th and Juoe
11th.  4 s ingles and two of  2 birds



glgxEllXl {€!:ir-al !!)

Tlr€re qere three reco.ds ot 2 n leE on leb 25tb 26ih and

ITI1EATEAR (O€n.nthe oena^th€)

The f i rst  .€cord on Mar 21st was n fa i r lv  tvpical  arr iv. l
dat€,  but  there rere sever l l  very ldt€ r6co.ds;  3 of  dn imature
betreen oct  27th and 30th aDd 3 0f  a di t ferent female between
Nov 6th and !3th,  Maxtms counts of  13 on Apr 29th and !0 bi .ds

El4!{!:!D,1I!rd!E--Ee fs)

Ftrst  seen carry ing food to the nest on Apr j I  27th

u-E!DI}B!--]-&!!!€-pr,E! !

Reco)os of  :o on Jdn lSth crd Apr i l  2nd o s .d ia on M3.
15th,  6 on Nov l2th and 14 on te.  gtn

Ea!{G -1!!Us!--ll!!d.ue--.phr.1 e!4el-eE-t

A bird appealed to be overt jnter lnq near the East hrde rn

B!Dul-{9--lfuldqili!!!!-I

o. ly 2 s ingLes on Nov 12th and 29!h (Jcl ' l )  J d poor vear for

MISTL' THEUSH (Turdus vrsclvorus )

Maxtnuh of  6 on July 4t l r .  Tto ter€ s€6n carrvrng fo.d to d
l jkely Becond brood on JulY 20th.

sEDGE I{ARB!!R (Acro.€phdlus schoenobaenusl

A m!16 in Eong in the natE. t td i l  on Uav 17th (TKs/JD).

IISSER !,JHITETHROAT {avlvia cuiruc!)

srnqrng b:rdE vere r€porLed:n 4 di f f€rent p6rts oI  - \e
res.rw€ dur:ns lhe rrrst  ueef i  rn May but there wds 10 evldence

UIE!8AAf---iSv-rv& e!@!qi-e-L

Back tn strength af tet  an uncettain velr  rn 19a8 In
addtt ion to a palr  dt  Roc]{c l i f fe,  t !€ro eere 4 males hoLdlnq
ter i tory on [4ay 14th nnd 3 st i l l  3 inginq on June l1tb in ihe



natute t ra i l .  T ie f i rst  reco.d ras on Apr 23rd .nd the f i ls t
young we.e out of  the nest on May 313t.

GARDEN WARBIIR (Svlv:a bor in)

Tne second .ecord for  the re6erve qas of  d s inging male . t
Rockcl l f fe on May 7th (Jcvl ,GEt{)

BLACKCAP (Sylvt .  atr icaDi 11a)

There ,ere lno recorde ! t  Rockcl l f fe on Mdy 10th 3nd 16th.

! ! I r tcHAFa (  Piv l  loscoous col lvbi ta)

An ea/ ly Brr  jvc l  on Mdrch I5th.  Brrds re.e also srngrnd on
JLly : ' - \  a.d Sep roLh, B, eeorng not confrrnad and no
ovenrnrerrnq records.

WIILiW TTARELER lPhvl  los.opus trocht lus)

Mdles in song rere recorded frob Apr j l  l th to June 22nd,
incLuding 3 jndiv iduals on th€ nnture t ra i l  on May 2nd and L7th,

GOLICREsT lRedulus redqlus )

Slnqlee on Mar l2th a.d Nov 1l t i ,  2 on Oct 29rh.nd 4
tdgether on Nov ?4rh A further jndiv i . tual  stunned : tset f  !n the
gatehouse r indor jn October,  r t  regained consciousness qhen
t!*en lnEide dnd f lee of l  Ldter,

IONGTAILED TIT ( , \edi tnaLuE cludatuEl

There wer€ 6 records b.r leen Sep I- !1 and Nov :rrh.  thp
mnxrnuh b€lng of  13 on Nov 21s1.

COAL TIT {F.rus ater l

T\{o recotds of  2 birds at  Rockcl l f fe on Nov Ll tn nnd 24!h

MdxinD count of 11 on Nov 24th. Young brrds {e.e first seen

GREAT TIT (Patus ma ior )

An adul t  {as saer raadrng . !  Aas_ 3 younq -n - \e L- l iox
screen on Jun l2th.



Singl€s at  Rockcl i f f€ on Nov 24th (Jc\ t )  and Dec Ath (GEM).

JAY (Oarrulus dlandar ius)

only 5 s ingle3 ,  th.  Bhal ieEt Duole.  s iDce 1942, Elrds hay
hlve noved to fee. l ing or neEt ing are.3 a l i t t le far ther f toh th€

l4tGFIE (Fic.  o ica)

Mdxihuh count ot  2 l  on Jun 29tn,  Thre€ young rere out of  the

!!e4Dlu_le9!!!e!c&
Ther€ w€r€ 16 f6€din9 tn t i€ f ie ld6 on Apr ath !5 usual ,  but

the highest count rne of  3a in f l ignt  on $ov t2!h.

!.A.AK--rc.941cE-lr!si&

Tro stngtes in oct  aod D€c,

qaB8J.9[-!BA!L]!!I!!g9.e!.a.!!-r

The nlx imum count Has of  ;4 ob Nov 26t l r  and the f i ret  young
Jun 5th,  One l<j l l6d an .pparent ly- in jured skylark

rn f l rght  on Dec 31st (CB) .

BA.VElt-rc944E--E9r3I)
Th€.€ wer6 3 records of  a pair  in Jan/ l€!  and th€n 4 s ingles

unt i l  ear ly Aprt l .  There rer€ no further records unt i l  2 younq
birds rere seen in nid-Jun€ (NJH)- Three rete seen togelhef on
July 20th lnd Aug 6th dnd ther.  we.e 6 fur tn€r r€corde of
s ingles or pairs f rom d1d-Octob€r to th€ end of  th€ year,

ql}Blf!g--(E!!.E!!!-$l-sA!!!.I

uixlhu count of 7oo on Nov 12th-

EQUEL€!!8EA!lEq9!e4!Egeli-c!E)

Elght enlr les o!  Lp !o 5 birds.  d l l  bet{€er Apr i l  2r th.nd

IBEE--9!}8!9U--1.PSEE g!!rrl!E)

Tnere ras one at  Rockcl i f fe on oct  27!h (GEM) and L4 on Nov
29th (JCtr)  .



CHA|| INCH (Fr indr I  l .  coelebs)

Nsbers built up durins Novehbdt fron 16 on th€ lst to 350
on th€ 2ath .nd th€y were also recorded in Decenber,  nost ly
wand€. ing betae€n th€ nature t ra i l ,  the bunded pool  and

BBlLt i4BLl  NG {Fr indi  l  la mont i f r lndi l la)

Two eere pre.eot 1n the chaffrnch flock tlrrouglrout NovehDe!
and there were !€c6rdE of  10-20 birdE in D€cehber.

9l!.Eu]!!!--i!-s!d!91i9-qb1-er!9f
A m.l€ was in Eong near the rai lqay l ine on July 4th.  Th6

highest couht ,as of  12 on gep 3td and lhere sere 4 other
records of  1-6 l t tds.

GOLDFINCH (CardueI:s carduet i5 l

very few records and no ldrge fLocks 6s ln previous years.

LINNET (Carduel  i3 cann.brna I

A smal l  v inter f locl< of  30 60 tds present f rom oct 29th
onsards.  No tute (c.  f lnvirogtr iE) or fedpol l  (c.  f  lamed)
lecords t i js  year

4!ttLN.SLcyl$!]-9--!yr-r!lJ]-q-l

A pair  on Jun€ 3rd 6nd one on Nov Ist  are the only records

R!!D 0uNT1N0 (Emberi ! .  schoenic lus)

There H6.€ 4 Novehber r€.otds of t-2 bitds and 2 oD Feb
29th,  but the only s lNer tecord tas a female on Jun tTth

LOGBOOK CONTRI BUTORS

It  ,ould be inpoEsible to l igt  everyon€ who hds recorded
bt lds in t le logbooks. The fol lo{ lng l is t  1s fot  ident i f icat lon
of obeerv€rE froh their  in i t i . ls  in the hain text ,

C Bennett  H Bir .h D Col l in6 J Davidson
NJ Holton G Morgan GE t lorr is MJ R.tc l t f fe
RA Rob€.ts G Robinson T( sykes JC weldrick



A BRIEI GUIDE TO IIA!4iAI,S ON THE RESERVE

The fol lowing notee . ie based on casual  loqlook €nt l ies dur ing
t9A5 1989 since no svEtemattc atudies of  namats on tne res.rve
have been carr ied out.  The rabbi t  iE by far  th€ most easiry seen
r iLd hnmal on the reserv€, fo l lowed by fox and teaE€I,  qui te
sone dist .n.€ lehind. Mic€ and voles,  tnouqh prob.bly abun<lant.
dre tarely seen untess found dead or having fal len prey to
r€asel  or  k€3trel .

8}!!.U--qvg!91-qs!E- !i!!lu!-

Rdl l r i te are abundant al l  over lhe reE€rv€. patt icutar ly
Blongside the marsh. The populat ion tehds to .eaci  very high
levels in €om€ sumers,  only lo b€ decihl ted hy dyxomdtosts tn
the autumn. This occuded in both l9E6 and 1944. Th€ best tav
to see large nunb€.s is to apptoach the bunded pool  nrea slowly
BY cAR on n qute!  sumer evening.

!0.X--!l!l-p.e'!--rslp.cs

foxes tend to
foL Ioqing Iogbook totals over

2

often in the eumer honths aE tne
5 vedrs show:
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They certninly bred
t9a6 ahd 1944, but
iecolds.  Annuar tota

on tne resede tn 1945 and
in !947 and !9€9 ther€

lE reveal  no recent chlng€E

3

!9tEqz.IEI8Lgc9!e!B--!!!s lqa

Alt iough there ls a temot€ possibi l i ty  of  a ei ld Fol€cat
bejng Eeen on the resorve, s lqht ingg l re huch nors l ikely to be
of esclped f€rr€ts, sohe of these being alhost as dark as the
r i ld animal,  tnougn tneir  fur  i6 of ten l ight  l r . .ed.  lscaped
f6rrets are oft€n €xt.em€ly tam€, There Here october/Novehlet
r€cords tn 1945, 1946 .nd 1984.

lnd very energet ic predator is of ten
,  d iv ing into the long grdBs vergres or

appe..s to be the best t ihe of  year l
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l9a5l  5 1936i  6 19471

STOAT Mustela erminea

Only 4 recordE ov€r the 5
July,  L9aA and October,  1989
wenEels,  there is no doubt
r€se.v€. stoats always nave 6

JUL AUG sEP OCT NOV DlC

25342r

1 1988 r  9 1949,5

ye!.s j  AFr i  1,1945 r  Sept€m!6r,19€6
- though sohetihes confused ,ith
that stoats can !e found on the

Se€n on very feR occastonsj  ther€ ar€ no breeding records

edEI-€9!]]-88EL-€!!{q!-r.q 9i!=

Tro re.ords f ron the Rockcl i f fe woodland in Decebber, l l9BS

HTDGEHOG lr in6c€us eurooaeus.

I t  is  not  surpr isrng tnl t  thrs nocr:urnal  mamal rs v€rv
rareLy seen. The lacx of  fast  motor t raf t ic
f te.ne th. t  r ts presence is never rev€aled by the usual
mechsnism. The only re.ord rs of  !  baby ln jmsl  found dead ln

One {ns ident i f ied speci f ical ly as th is specles,  a5 opposed
ro the bank vole (c lethr iononys qlareolus),  f rom a skul I  in a
kestrel  pel let  rn geptember 1987.nd thig js l ikely to be the
comonest voie speci€s on the .€se.v€ VoIes
He.sel  prey in M!r .h 1945 and Novenber 1946 and as kegtrel  prey

i tATER VOLE Arvicola tet testr is.

One record only on Uar,  atb I9B9 (TX5lJD)

Th€.€ are 2 records f ron th€ Rockcl i f fe area, septemb€r l9a6
and June 19a7, bolh found dead.

aeowN eAT Rattus norveqicuE -

Tne only record is of a rat chaaed across th€ natsh by 15
r€dshahk .nd a cur le* on reb. 23rd,  19€9 {NJH),  Tiougn not



specl f ical ly ldenr l f jed,  thrs ts said to be by far  th€ comon€st

one ras found dead in the Ndturo Trai l  area tn June 1946

PipiEtrel l6E ,6re seen dur ing ihe hotn-trappinq eventng in
Auqust t9aA and latger speci€s *er.  recorded in Aptr l  and AuguEt
1985, Octo!€!  1987 and ADri l  1944.

q!ry_s!Al_!ol rr.!a!
outsid€ the breedrng season, cofre up tne

estualy on the hiqh t ldes and cdn be best Eeen from the upper
f l .or  of  !h€ W€st hjd6, A 9r€y 6e. l  was on.e seen * i th a very
LBrge f ish in i ts nouth (we won t  say rhdt specres L )  ,  Tbe Dee
estuary seal5 rere receni ly l f fected by a vtruB in iect ion whjch
could reduce their  nsbeE one {as found dead on the slndf lats
oppogi te l t€Et bjde jn Sep 1984 lnd lher€ werB no 1939 tecotds.

JAN TTB IIAR APR I{AY JUN JUL }UG SEP OCT NOV DEC

CoMMoN ToAD Bdfo bufo

An honorary namal for  the purposeg of  th is repoi t ,  j t  is
!h€ only amFhibi .n (or rept iLe) .ver recorded on the reserve, tn
spi te of  the f requent dumping of  f log spaHn (Rann lenpor.r ia)  rn
tbe l ly  ash laqoon. I t  Ro.kcl i f f€ on June 26th,
1945 (GEM) .

DOMISTIC AND !!RM INIMA'-s,

Sneep have .n €v€n greater ihpict  on the
r.bbi tE) rddirg bi tde prof€r heavi ly-gtazed harEheE, thouqn
f lora are reduced. They gr.ze the shole reEerv€ are! ,  except . t
th€ enet€ro €nd rhere thete ar€ .  f€w .at t l€ (and som€ less
synp!thet ic,  CIGB nor ing ha.hines).  Catt le grdzed the western
end alEo unt i l  1945. cats ale tately seen but dogs are a
constant problen, not to hent ion their  'sport ing osnerg in
purgui t  of  igame ,  such as ralbi ts,  5h€€p and t l16 nature reserve
bui ld ings,  Thlee real ,  ard nuch nor€ chaminq, donkeys have be€n
resident in t le r€et€.n grazing f ie lde in recent years.

G. l  -  140!r t3 r , Iarch I990


